Introduction
To understand why the Food Aid Convention (FAC) arose and how it works, it is necessary to go back to its origins. For that reason this article will examine first how the FAC was conceived and born. There will follow a brief outline of the contents of the Food Aid Conventions of 1967 Conventions of , 1971 Conventions of and 1980 , and a description of the present functions of the Food Aid Committee.
Lastly, a few selected facts and figures will be given to highlight the importance of the convention as a vehicle for providing food aid.
Origins
The first Food Aid Convention came into effect on ist August 1968. It was one of the two legal instruments -the other being the Wheat Trade Conventionwhich constituted the International Grains Arrangements, 1967. Its conception dates from April 1963, when a new round of tariff negotiations, the 'Kennedy Round', started under the auspices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Although, as in previous negotiations to reduce trade barriers, industrial goods were to be the primary focus, it was decided that agriculture, and more particularly wheat and coarse grains, should also form part of the Kennedy Round.
The GATT cereal negotiations were concluded in May 1967 with the adoption of a Memorandum of Agreement between a number of countries, including the European Economic Community and its six original member states. The Memorandum required the signatories subsequently to negotiate an arrangement containing well-defined basic elements. These related to the trade in wheat, including prices, and a programme of food aid in grains. The latter was the reason why the agreement, which finally emerged 'Executive Secretary, International Wheat Council. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this article do not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of the Secretariat of the International Wheat Council concerning the legal status of any country or territory, or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers. Additional information concerning the Food Aid Convention may be obtained from the Executive Secretary, International Wheat Council, 28 Haymarket, London. Bulletin, 1983, vol To find out why a Food Aid Convention was eventually conceived, it is necessary to look back at the world wheat situation in the late 1950s and early l960s. During those years, the stability of the wheat market was assured by the policies of Canada and the United States. Both of them were willing to bear the heavy cost of holding huge stocks off the market. The world wheat situation started to change from one of chronic surpluses to one of tighter supplies when the Soviet crops failed in 1963 and 1965 . In a remarkable turn-around of policy, the Soviet Union then entered the international market and made substantial purchases to offset its domestic shortfalls. Two successive monsoon failures in the Indian sub- 
The Food Aid Convention, 1967
The objective of the 1967 Convention was to 'carry out a food aid programme with the help of contributions for the benefit of developing countries'. The donors agreed to contribute some 4.5 mn tons of grain annually, in the form of wheat or coarse grains, Table 1 Membership and minimum annual contributions under the Food Aid Conventions, 1967 Conventions, , 1971 Conventions, and 1980 12 Notes:
-not a member of the Convention; some countries increased their contributions in 1979/80 to the higher levels they had pledged at the United Nations negotiating It is difficult to generalise about the distribution of the aid since it varies considerably from year to year. The emphasis on Africa is tending to increase as a result of its precarious food situation. Of the 5.4 mn tons of grain shipped against 1980/8 1 obligations,4 2.9 mn tons was supplied to African countries, nearly half of 41n terms of wheat equivalent the tonnage shipped was 6.7 mn. The shortfall compared with members' combined minimum commitments of 7.6 mn tons has been added to their obligations for 1981/82.
it to Egypt. In other parts of the world, the most important destination is Bangladesh, which received 0. 
